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Yes, That Viral LinkedIn Post You Read Was
Probably AI-Generated
A new analysis estimates that over half of longer English-language posts on LinkedIn are AI-generated,
indicating the platform’s embrace of AI tools has been a success.
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AI-GENERATED WRITING IS now all over the internet. The introduction of automated prose can sometimes change
a website’s character, like when once beloved publications get purchased and overhauled into AI content mills.
Other times, however, it’s harder to argue that AI really changed anything. For example, look at LinkedIn.

The Microsoft-owned social media site for business professionals has embraced AI, even offering LinkedIn Premium
subscribers access to its own in-house AI writing tools that can “rewrite” posts, profiles, and direct messages. The
initiative appears to be working: Over 54 percent of longer English-language posts on LinkedIn are likely AI-
generated, according to a new analysis shared exclusively with WIRED by the AI detection startup Originality AI. It’s
just that the corporate-speak style of AI writing on the platform can be tricky to distinguish from genuine human-
penned Thought Leader Blogging.
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Originality scanned a sample of 8,795 public LinkedIn posts over 100 words long that were published from January
2018 to October 2024. For the first few years, the use of AI writing tools on LinkedIn was negligible. A major increase
then occurred at the beginning of 2023. “The uptick happened when ChatGPT came out,” says Originality CEO Jon
Gillham. At that point, Originality found the number of likely AI-generated posts had spiked 189 percent; it has since
leveled off.

LinkedIn says it doesn’t track how many posts on the site are written or edited with AI tools. “But we do have robust
defenses in place to proactively identify low-quality, and exact or near-exact duplicate content. When we detect
such content, we take action to ensure it is not broadly promoted,” says Adam Walkiewicz, LinkedIn’s head of “feed
relevance.” “We see AI as a tool that can help with review of a draft or to beat the blank page problem, but the
original thoughts and ideas that our members share are what matter.”

LinkedIn is for finding a new job and keeping in touch with former coworkers, which means it’s a relatively staid
social media platform. But in recent years, it’s developed its own network of influencers and is surprisingly popular
with Gen Z, including teenagers. Like everywhere else on the internet, people are thirsty for attention on LinkedIn,
too, and startups have realized there’s money to be made helping people grow their audiences. There’s a cottage
industry of AI LinkedIn comment and post generators to help the career-minded churn out content to dazzle
potential bosses or prospective customers. Instead of spending four minutes puzzling over the right tone with which
to congratulate an ex-colleague on their promotion, it now takes four seconds to conjure up an algorithmically
generated accolade instead.

But LinkedIn users who spoke to WIRED say that they rely more on general-purpose large language models to
cobble their LinkedIn posts together rather than bothering with specialty AI tools. Content writer Adetayo Sogbesan
says she uses Anthropic’s Claude to spin up rough drafts of posts she creates on behalf of clients in the tech industry.
“Of course, there’s a lot of editing done after,” she says, but the chatbot still “helps me save a lot of time.”
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Several non-native English speakers told WIRED they rely on AI tools to polish their English writing and fix
grammar errors. Journalist and marketer Çiğdem Öztabak says she has experimented with AI to rework posts
originally written in Turkish, her first language. (She prefers Claude to ChatGPT.)

Writing with AI can be a controversial choice. Some writers and artists stridently oppose the use of large language
models that have been trained on books, websites, and other works written by humans without permission or
compensation. In their view, these tools devalue human writing, and are helping usher in a future in which there are
far fewer professional opportunities for people to make a living in the field. A number of high-profile lawsuits allege
that training AI on people’s art and writing without their knowledge is tantamount to theft.

On LinkedIn, some people who have embraced AI have received blowback as well. Entrepreneur Zack Fosdyck says
he’s gotten mixed feedback about his use of automated tools. “Some people engaged positively, appreciating the
clarity and structure of the posts. Others were skeptical or critical, often focusing on the fact that AI was involved
rather than the content itself,” he says. “I find it fascinating how polarizing this technology can be, especially since
tools like calculators or spellcheck, which are also forms of assistance, are widely accepted.”

“There’s definitely a lot of dislike for content that is blatantly AI-written,” says Rakan Brahedni, a LinkedIn blogger
and the founder of a technology advisory firm. Brahedini includes a disclaimer telling his LinkedIn readers when he
used AI writing tools, but he says no one has complained yet. “Personally, I think it all boils down to quality. If it’s a
good read, I don’t think people are bothered much.”

From one angle, LinkedIn may have inadvertently created the ideal laboratory for AI writing. Nobody’s logging on
expecting profundity, hilarity, or sincerity. It’s the place where people strive to be the most anodyne versions of
themselves, pleasant and inoffensive. Artificiality, in other words, is what everyone is expecting.

02.12.2024, 21:52 Yes, That Viral LinkedIn Post You Read Was Probably AI-Generated | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/linkedin-ai-generated-influencers/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-94C3rw9yY-QAR8I-9V6zj6_xHwTRMgjfDpGYqVAoFM5wY4teAyxkUgC6NYx4mdrnfFnBjdkokzcR2jTfcMSv4nD-3Leg&_hsmi=336494… 5/10

https://www.wired.com/story/prosecraft-backlash-writers-ai/
https://www.wired.com/story/matthew-butterick-ai-copyright-lawsuits-openai-meta/

